Integrating The Arts Across The Elementary
School Curriculum: What's New

The arts have always played an important role in education. They provide
students with oportunidades to express themselves creatively, develop their
imaginations, and learn important skills such as critical thinking, problem
solving, and communication. In recent years, there has been a growing
movement to integrate the arts across the elementary school curriculum.
This movement is based on the belief that the arts can help students learn
better and become more well-rounded individuals.

There is a growing body of research that supports the benefits of arts
integration. Studies have shown that students who participate in arts-
integrated learning experiences have higher academic achievement,
improved attendance and behavior, and greater social-emotional skills. The
arts can also help students develop important 21st century skills such as
creativity, innovation, and problem solving.
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What is Arts Integration?
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Arts integration is the process of incorporating the arts into other academic
subjects. This can be done in a variety of ways, such as using music to
teach math concepts, using drama to teach social studies, or using dance
to teach science. The key to successful arts integration is to find ways to
use the arts to enhance and support the learning of other subjects.

Benefits of Arts Integration

There are many benefits to arts integration, including:

* Improved academic achievement: Students who patrticipate in arts-
integrated learning experiences have higher academic achievement in all
subjects, not just the arts. This is because the arts help students develop
important skills such as critical thinking, problem solving, and
communication. * Improved attendance and behavior: Students who
participate in arts-integrated learning experiences have improved
attendance and behavior. This is because the arts provide students with a
positive and engaging learning experience. * Greater social-emotional
skills: The arts help students develop important social-emotional skills such
as empathy, cooperation, and self-expression. This is because the arts
provide students with opportunities to work together and to express
themselves creatively.

How to Integrate the Arts
There are many ways to integrate the arts across the elementary school

curriculum. Here are a few examples:

* Use music to teach math concepts. For example, you could use a song to
teach students about fractions or use a rhythm to teach them about
multiplication. * Use drama to teach social studies. For example, you could



have students act out a historical event or create a play about a different
culture. * Use dance to teach science. For example, you could have
students create a dance that demonstrates the life cycle of a plant or use
movement to teach them about the solar system.

The key to successful arts integration is to find ways to use the arts to
enhance and support the learning of other subjects.

Arts integration is a powerful tool that can help students learn better and
become more well-rounded individuals. By incorporating the arts into their
teaching, educators can create a more engaging and meaningful learning
experience for students.
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* [National Coalition for Core Arts Standards]
(https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/) * [Arts Education Partnership]
(https://www.aep-arts.org/) * [Americans for the Arts]
(https://www.americansforthearts.org/)
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