
The Viola Da Gamba Society Index of
Manuscripts Containing Consort Music
The Viola da Gamba Society (VdGS) is a non-profit organization dedicated
to promoting the study and performance of the viola da gamba, a family of
bowed string instruments popular in the Renaissance and Baroque periods.
Founded in 1965, the VdGS has published numerous books, recordings,
and articles on the viola da gamba and related topics. One of the society's
most important publications is the Index of Manuscripts Containing Consort
Music, which is a comprehensive catalog of manuscripts containing
instrumental ensemble music from the 16th and 17th centuries.

The Index

The Index was first published in 1980 and has since been revised and
expanded several times. The current edition, published in 2016, contains
over 12,000 entries for manuscripts located in libraries and archives around
the world. Each entry includes the following information:
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* Manuscript title * Date and place of origin * Call number * Contents (i.e.,
the list of pieces contained in the manuscript) * Sources (i.e., other
manuscripts or printed editions that contain the same pieces) * Notes (i.e.,
any additional information about the manuscript, such as its provenance or
physical description)

The Index is an invaluable resource for scholars and performers alike. It
provides a comprehensive overview of the vast repertoire of consort music
that was composed during the Renaissance and Baroque periods. It also
helps to identify and locate manuscripts that contain specific pieces of
music.

How to Use the Index

The Index can be searched by a variety of criteria, including:

* Manuscript title * Date * Place of origin * Call number * Composer * Title
of piece * Incipit (i.e., the first few notes of a piece)

Users can also browse the Index by genre, such as consort music for viols,
consort music for winds, or consort music for mixed ensembles.

The Importance of the Index

The VdGS Index of Manuscripts Containing Consort Music is an essential
tool for anyone interested in the study and performance of early music. It
provides a comprehensive overview of the vast repertoire of consort music
that was composed during the Renaissance and Baroque periods, and it
helps to identify and locate manuscripts that contain specific pieces of
music. The Index is a testament to the VdGS's commitment to promoting
the study and performance of the viola da gamba and related topics.



Examples

Here are a few examples of how the Index can be used:

* A scholar interested in studying the development of the viol consort in
England during the 16th century could use the Index to identify all of the
manuscripts that contain consort music for viols from that period. * A
performer looking for a specific piece of consort music could use the Index
to find out which manuscripts contain that piece. * A librarian could use the
Index to catalog and organize a collection of early music manuscripts.

The VdGS Index of Manuscripts Containing Consort Music is an invaluable
resource for scholars, performers, and librarians alike. It provides a
comprehensive overview of the vast repertoire of consort music that was
composed during the Renaissance and Baroque periods, and it helps to
identify and locate manuscripts that contain specific pieces of music. The
Index is a testament to the VdGS's commitment to promoting the study and
performance of the viola da gamba and related topics.
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